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worthy President, M. Henry B6renger. Neither the worthy
M. B6renger nor the Commission will agree to have any
contact with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. I might
raise a protest against this method of procedure. If the
Foreign Affairs Commission of the Senate had anything
with which to reproach me, it had only to summon me
to appear before it. I should have complied and, having
questioned and listened to me, it could have adopted
whatever resolution it thought fit, and from that I should
have understood the decision it was proper for me to take.
The nature of the present communication, however, does
not surprise me, coming from the President of the Foreign
Affairs Commission of the Senate.
" But I have something to say about the military
situation,
" There is a tendency to want to make me to blame,
to hold me responsible for events. So I am anxious to
point out that when I came to the War Ministry in 1936
there were in the way of modern machines, tanks, planes,
etc., etc., no more than one and a half per cent, of the full
strength desired. Even so, when I left the Ministry there
were three thousand tanks and thousands of planes, without
counting those we are expecting from America. And it
is not my fault that more were not ordered. The Finance
Minister of that time raised objections which I was unwilling
to override : the fault was mine.
" I am conscious of having worked to the best of my
ability for the good of my country. I was under no
illusions about the dangers which an offensive might
create, and I can say that if I adopted a policy of patience,
it was not without reason. If I was not anxious for the
water to be troubled it was because my aim was to gain
time, to gain as much time as possible.
" That said, Gentlemen, my conscience is my own affair.
This evening, before coming here, I was with my two
sons. In their company I found the comfort and con-
solation which enable me to face any who might be tempted